DISCLAIMER
This electronic version of an SCC order isfor informational purposes only and is not an official document of the
Commission. An official copy may be obtained from the Clerk of the Commission, Document Control Center.

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
AT RI CHMOND, MARCH 4, 2003
PETI TI ON OF
UNI TED TELEPHONE — SOUTHEAST, | NC. CASE NO. PUC- 2002- 00153
For Extended Local Service between

United' s Syl vatus and Max Meadows
Exchanges

FI NAL ORDER

In July 2002, tel ephone custoners in United Tel ephone-

Sout heast, Inc.'s ("United"), Sylvatus Exchange petitioned the
State Corporation Comm ssion ("Comm ssion") for Extended Local
Service ("ELS") to United' s Max Meadows Exchange. |n August
2002, tel ephone custoners in United' s Max Meadows Exchange
petitioned the Comm ssion for ELS to its Sylvatus Exchange. On
Oct ober 31, 2002, the Conmm ssion received fromUnited a cost
study for these two routes that was used to estimate the change
in nonthly rates that would result fromthe requested extension
of local service.

Pursuant to the provisions of 8§ 56-484.2 of the Code of
Virginia, by Oder dated Decenber 3, 2002, the Conmmi ssion
directed United to poll its Sylvatus Exchange custoners to
determ ne whether a majority of those custoners would be willing

to pay an increase in rates for local calling to its Max Meadows
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Exchange. Also, in that sanme Order, the Conmm ssion directed
United to poll its Max Meadows Exchange custoners to determ ne
whether a majority of those custoners would be willing to pay an
increase in rates for local calling to its Sylvatus Exchange.
The Order further directed United to file the results of its
polls wwth the Comm ssion no | ater than February 20, 2003.
On January 28, 2003, United filed the results of both
polls. United noted that 1,694 ballots were mailed on
Decenber 18, 2002, to its Max Meadows Exchange custoners and 319
(18.83 percent) were returned. The results further reflect
that, of the ballots returned, 135 (42.32 percent) voted "yes,"
and 184 (57.68 percent) voted "no." In its filing concerning
t he Syl vatus Exchange, United noted that 864 ballots were mail ed
on Decenber 18, 2002, and 258 (29.86 percent) were returned.
The results further reflect that of the ballots returned, 166
(64. 34 percent) voted "yes," and 92 (35.66 percent) voted "no."
NOW THE COWM SSI ON, upon consideration of the matter, is of
the opinion and finds that because a majority of Max Meadows
Exchange custoners voted agai nst extension of |local service to
t he Syl vatus Exchange, the petition should be denied.
Accordingly, I'T IS ORDERED THAT:
(1) The petition is hereby deni ed.
(2) There being nothing further to be done in this matter,

this matter i s hereby dism ssed.



